Spring 2011
Thank you for the many cards and presents given to staff at the end of term.  We are all very grateful.

We start school on Wednesday 5th January, when all fees are due and notice is required in writing if your child is leaving at the end of this term – i.e. 8th April 2011.  

Remember there is NO Seagull session or school on Tuesday 4th January – we are closed to children!

Half term is from 21st to 25th February (Seagulls will be available).  End of term is 8th April  (Seagulls will be available from that day).

Topics:  This term we are looking at ‘On the Move’.  Enclosed is a list of topics.   Parents who could help with this topic would be VERY welcome to come in and talk to the children and or provide resources or ideas.  

Staff: Some of you will have noticed that we have another member of staff in Riverside.  Apologises for not officially tell you about Julie before but as she is an old friend of some of us and very experienced we feel like she has always been with us.  Julie is married with grown up children and lives in Chiselhampton.  She ran the pre school in Stadhampton when I started The Lighthouse in 1990, then on to other things, having spent the past 15 years managing Early Days, Ipsden.   

Nursery Education Grant:  The entitlement remains 15 hours a week for a maximum of 38 weeks a year .  Children born between 01/09/2006 – 31/12/2007 are eligible for 15 hours (max 6 hours  / min 2.5 hours in a day).  Children born between 01/01/2006 – 31/08/2006  are eligible for 25 hours.   Do remember that the Parental declarations must be completed each term and that if you are new to the setting and/or the funding we must see proof of eligibility i.e. birth certificate / passport.  We must have forms returned to us by Thursday 13th January.

French with Florence on Thursday afternoons:  Please find enclosed a letter about this.  

The Gate.  The buzzer and hooks are for the safety of your children.  Please ensure it is SHUT and both latches are used.  It is better to be rude and shut the gate in front of someone than a child run out in that few seconds you leave it open.    Please, please can we all try to remember to use both latches.

The Field:  We (staff and CHILDREN) love getting out into the field so I would like to remind you to provide NAMED wellies that fit, for your child along with waterproof trousers and coat.  It is muddy out there remember mud washes our and wet dries!

Cold weather: It has been very cold so far this winter and seems set to continue so please make sure your child has gloves and a hat – NAMED please.

There are other important general reminders with a list of the information enclosed with your invoice on the back of this letter.  Do take time to read them – they have changed!!

Trusting you had a great Christmas and a wonderful New Year.

Sally

PS - Any questions do contact me on 01865 891712 (school), 01865 400346 (home), 07786514215 (mobile), or 

Email – SallyatLNS@aol.com 

Enclosed: an invoice, a topic list, a note about French, along with this note.

VERY  IMPORTANT reminders:

Lunches

1. Please remember that some children have various allergies and thus we ask that you do not include any form of nuts in the lunch boxes, i.e. peanut butter.  

2. We encourage children to eat their sandwiches / savoury items first.  

3. It is important to give enough for children to eat, but not too much.  

4. It is always good to see children eating raw vegetables and a variety of fruit.  

5. Rubbish is put back into your child’s lunch box.  

6. Please do label lunch boxes and the containers, thank you.

7. Please talk to staff if you have any problems with lunch.  

Lighthouse Materials

We are very happy to send materials (colour, shape, number, letter cards, language materials and reading books) home and feel that it is a valuable part of the children's learning.  Please return them to school daily and treat them with care.  There is a contributions box to cover damages, if required! 

Car Parking

The layout of the car park involves a turning circle and parking spaces.  It is designed that two cars can pass on the turning circle.  Parents are encouraged to drop off quickly allowing other cars space to pull over.  

Spare clothes

Please ensure that your child has a suitable complete change of clothes.  EVERY child can have accidents, they happen with water, paint, etc.  Many bags have nothing in or summer clothes!!  If your child has borrowed Lighthouse clothes, please return them washed ASAP.   

Play equipment

A reminder that children are not allowed on the play area without the supervision of a member of staff, this is for insurance reasons.  

Toys

A reminder – please do not allow your children to bring toys and jewellery to school.  Instead encourage them to bring in topic related items. 

Overalls

1. Please make sure your child’s name is clearly marked on their overall.  They do get mixed up.  Permanent marker pen wears off!    See the notice board for the name of a dress maker who will label overalls at a cost. 

2. Please return any spare overalls – they are named ‘The Lighthouse’ or may have a name you don’t recognize on it – someone else’s!  They are always in demand!    







